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RELIGION, &. 


E HAT ſhould we chiefly aim at and intend 
| in all our actions? 
Ar/. The glorifying of God, and the enjoyment of him 
ever. . | 
Leg. How can we glorify God, fince he is infinitely 
Yrious in himſelf? no addition can be made to that Which 
is infinite, 
Anſ. When we are ſaid to plorify God, the meaviny 
1s, not that we can add any thing to his eſſential glory, which 
. is nothing elſe but his eiſential perfections; for in this 
ſenſe, if we be righteous, what do we profit God ? bat the 
he meaning of it is, that we can add to his declarative glory, 
which is the luſtre of his eſſential glory, upon the acknow- 
ledgment of the rational creature, 
+ Dueft, When is it that we, glorify Gd, , | 
An, iſ, When we unfeignedly Jove him: 2dly, lng ? 


7 


_ reverence him: zal; chearfully truſt him: 4thly, willing 
reſign ourſelves to him: £5thly, when we glorify him wit 
dur lips: 6thly, when we order our converſation aright, 
Que. Why are we to make the glory of God our chief 
Any. tit, Becauſe he made us: 2dly, becauſe he preſerves 
us: 3dly, becauſe he redeems us for this end; and fince 
* we are not our own, but baught with a price, we are to . 
| glorify God in our ſouls and bodies, which are the Lord's. : 
2e. What is it to enjoy God? | 2 
"dau The meaning is, not that we can comprehend 
1 as Cod 


a 
: 
- 3 
LY \ 27 8 ” 
Wee 
vw 


1 N.. 4 
* . 1 
34 75 4 v N N 
2 * Cl 
2 A *A - 


r 


2 C28 8 ˖˙— . —— — 
* = 


3 16 kf « | K New, 


4 PRINCIPLES or RELIGION.” 


God; for we can never, by ſearching, find out the Almighty 
to perfeAion : but to enjoy God, is, 1ſt, to have elear 
and diftinft views of his glorious excellencies : 2dly, it is 
to be like unto him in hearts and-minds : 3dly, it is to 
= and acquieſce in him with all aue and complacency 
of ſoul. 

Que. Why are we to make the enjoyment of God our 
chief end ? 

An/. iſt, Becauſe nothing elſe can ſatisfy the boundleſs de- 
ſires of our immortal ſouls but God, who is an infinite 
good: 2dly, becauſe nothing elſe can be commenſurate 
with the immortal nature. and perpetual. duration of our 
precious ſouls but God, who is an eternal God: it is he 
«nly, who, when heart and fleſh, and all things fail, can 
be the ſtrength of our hearts and portion for ever. 

Queſt. What ſhall we do that we may come unto the en- 
jay ment of God ? 

An. 1%, We muſt exerciſe faith in Chriſt ; for it is aly 
rough him that we, can come unto God: 2dly, we are 
to practiſe ſelf-denial ; for if we live to ourſelves, We li 
at a diſtance from God: zdly, we ere to ſtudy purity -f 
hea:t and life; for it is only the pure in heart that can fee 
God; and without holineſs no wan can fee the face of 
God: 4thly, be much in prayer and praiſe. 

weft. Is the light of nature ſufficient to direct as how to 
glority God and enjoy him? 

An/. No; for the light of nature teaches us that there 
is a God, and that he is to be worſhipped ; yet it teacheth 
nothing of the incarnation of the Son of God, or of recon- 
ciliation with God, through the death and ſufferings of his 
own Son. 

Quest. What rule then bath God given to direct us how 
we may glorify God and enjoy him? 

WA: 
the Scriptures, 
Que How are the Scriptures divided? 
n/. They are divided into the Old and New Tells 
ments. 

Queſt. Are the Old and New Teſtaments different teſta 
ments or covenants:?s 

Anſi They are not different as to then ſubfiance, for 
they had the ſame Mediator, the ſame way of obtaining 
the ſame ſalvation under the . Teſtament and under the 
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form of adminiftration. | 22 
Que. Why are the Scriptures in the firſt part of the 
Bible called the Old Teſtament? . 
An. Becauſe then the covenant of grace was adminiſtered 
under it's old diſpenſation in types, rites, and ceremonies ; 
all which pointed at Chriſt, who was the antitype and 
ſubſtance, | | KH ST 
Que. Why are the ſcriptures in the latter part of the 
Bible called the New Teſtament ? „ 
nf. Becauſe the covenant of grace is adminiſtered under 
its new diſpenſation ; for Chriſt, the ſubſtance, being 
come, the ſhadows flee away; not by the blood of goats 
and calves, but by his own blood, he entered in once into 
the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us. 
Aue. Which is the beſt diſpenſation of the covenant of 
grace? i | | 
y Anſ. The New Teſtament diſpenſation; the revelations 
of grace are more clear, and the diſtributions of grace more 
Full and extenſive, under the New Teſtament than under 
the Old; and therefore it is called by the apoſtle, the better 
Teſtament, 4 the 


Quel. What are the things that are chiefly taw2ht us in 
the Scriptures ? | 

A. That which we are chiefly taught in the Scriptures 
is, 1it, what we are to believe: 2dly, what we are to do: 
3dly, what we are to pray for, in order to God's glory and 
our own ſalvation, | 8 7 

Queſt. What are we to believe concerning God ? 
„A. We are to believe that be is a Spiritual ſubſtance, 
infinitely perfect in his being and eſſential properties. 

Queſt. What ſort of ſubſtance is God ? 

A4. God is a ſpirit; and they that worſhip him, muſt 
worſhip him in ſpirit and truth. | ; 

Queſt. What is it to be a ſpirit? © 

An}. It is to be without any body or bodily parts. 

Queſt. Are not angels and the ſouls of men Pirie? 

An. Ves. | 

Que. What difference is between God and them? 

An/. They are finite ſpirits, but God is infinite, | 
W What are the attributes or eſſential properties of 
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Au. He is infinite, eternal, unchangeable, wiſe, pow- 

1 erful, holy, juſt, good and faithful. | 

| Que. How are his attributes divided? 

1 Anſ. Into communicabte and incommunicable attributes. 

| 
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Daeft, What are his incommunicable attributes? 
An His infinity, eternity, and unchangeableneſs, 
veſt, What is it to be infinite? 3 
A. It is to be boundleſs and unmeaſurable in per- 
fections. 5 
eſt, In what ſenſe is God infinite? 2 
/. iſt, He is infinite with reſpe& to his effence, his 
22 is unſearchable : 2dly, in reſpect of his preſence 
e 13 excluded from no place, nor is there any fleeing from 
his preſence, Pf, 139: and zdly, he is infinite in his wifdom 
and all his other attributes. 
Quel. What are the communicable attributes of God? 
| Au. His wiſdom, power, holineſs, juſtice, goodneſs, 
C | and truth, : 
1 Pueft. Can any of God's attributes be communicated to 
| the creature ? | 
Ar. No; for they are inſeparable from the divine 


* 


| nature, 
= Dueft, Why then are his attributes called communicable ? 
. £ Anſ. Becauſe there is ſome reſemblance of them in ra- 
| tional creatures: for we may fay of angels or good men, 
that they are holy, wiſe, powerful, juſt, good ; but there 
is no reſemblance of the incommunieable attributes; for 
we cannot ſay of any creature, that it is infinite, eternal, 
| or unchangeable. | 
| Duet, Wherein doth the wiſdom of God moſt eminently 
appear? | 

** It appears in the beauty and order of the univerſe; 
but efpecially in the contrivance of our redemption, in a 
way that both ſatisfies juſtice in the puniſhment of ſin, and 
magnifies mercy in the ſalvation of the ſinne. 
Que. Wherein doth the goodneſs of God eminently 
appear ? | - . 
An/. It appears in our daily preſervation and protection; 
z but in a ſpecial manner he commended his goodneſs to- us, 


— _ — 
W — "I 
n 2 


that while we were enemies Chriſt ſhould die for us. 


Lueſt. Wherein doth the power of God moſt remarkably 
appear ? | 
: 4. la 
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Anſ. In bis creating all things out of nothing: 2dlf, in 
his quickening of us when we were dead in freſpaſſes and 
fins: and 3dly, it appears in the reſurrection from the 

Aue. Wherein doth the holineſs and juſtice of God 
appear ? 

7, iſt, They appear in the terrible threatnings denounced, 


and which will at laſt be inflicted on impenitent ſinners : 


2dly, in the intolerable and eternal torments of the damned: 
and 3dly, moſt remarkably they appear in the ſufferings 
of Chris rather than fin ſhall go unpuniſhed, he would 
puniſh it in the perſon of his own Son, Sure then God is 
of purer eyes than to behold iniquity !. „ 

Duet. Wherein doth the faithfulneſs of God appear? 

Anſ. iſt, It appears in the certain accompliſhment of his 
threatenings upon the impious: 2dly, in the certain ac 
compliſhmeat of his promiſes upon penitent believers. 

Pueft, How many Gods are there? 

Anſ. Only one God. | | 

Que. How many perſons are there in the Godhead ? 

Anſ. Three perlons ; the Fatber, Son, and Holy Ghoft, 

Jueſt. What do you mean by the Godhead ? 

Anuſ. By it is meant the divine nature or eſſence. 

'Queft. Haw prove you there are three perſons in the 


divine nature ? * 


Anſ. It is proved from 1 John, v. 7. there are three 
that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and 
the Holy Ghoſt, and theſe three are one. S& 

Wt What is the perſonal property of the Father? * 

n/. To beget the Son. 

2ueft. What is the perſonal property of the Son? 

Anſ. To be begotten by the Father. 

Queſt. What is the perſonal property of the Holy Ghoſt? - 
Anſ. To proceed from the Father and the Son, 

QA. What do you mean by a perſon ? 
A. One entire, diſtiact, incommunicable, vational 
ſubſiſtence. | 5 

Queſt. What do you mean by the perſon of the Godhead? 

An. An incommunicable ſubſiſtence of the divine na- 
ture, diſtinguiſhed from every other thing and perſon by 


Queſt, When did God frame his decrees ? 
La. 
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Hnſ. From eternity. 
Que. With whom took he counſel #- 
An. Wi h his own will. 
veſt. What are the objects of God's decrees ? 
A. All things that come to paſs, 
Queſt. What is the end of God's decrees ? 
An. His own glory. 
Quel. How doth he execute his decrees ? 
Anſ. In the works of creation and providence. 
82 What is it to create? 
An/. It is to make all things out of nothing. 
Queſt. Of what did God make all things ? 
An. Of nothin 
Dueft, By what die he make all things ? 
An/. By the word of his power. 
Queſt, In what time did he make all things ? 
Anſ. In the ſpace of fix days. 
Qveſt. In what ſtate did he as all things ? 
Anſ. All things were made very good. 
Dueft, What are the acts of God's providence ? 
Auf. 1ſt, There is the preſerving of the creatures in 
their being: 2dly, the governing them in their actions. 
Queſt. What are the objects of God's providence ? 
Anſ. All his creatures and all their actions. 
veſt, What are the properties of God's providence ? 
Anſ. It is holy, wiſe, and powerful. 
Que. How doth providence concur in finful actions. 
Anſ, 1ſt, He permits them: 2dly, he limits them, and 
bounds them: zdly, he directs them to a good end. Ye 


thought evil againſt me, ſaith Joſeph, to his brethren, 


but God turned it unto 

Que. What ſpecial privilege had man, more than other 
creatures on earth, when God made him ? 

Anſ. 1ſt, He was created after God's image: 2dly, God 
was pleaſed to enter into covenant with him. 0 


Nueft. How prove you that God entered into a covenant 
with Adam in a ſtate of innocency ? 


Anſ. It is clear enough from theſe words, In the day 
thou eateſt thereof, thou ſhalt ſurely die. Where there is, 
1ſt, God's commandment, which laid Adam under an ob- 
ligation: 2dly, a * in caſe of diſobedience: 


Which 
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which implies, zdly, a promiſe in eaſe of obedience, 
which are the eſſentials of a covenant, —_ 

Queſt. How many covenants hath God made with man? 

Anſ. Two; the covenant of works, and the covenant 
of race. 

Du. With whom was the covenant of works made ? 

Au. With Adam in a ſtate of innocency. 

2ueft, What was the condition of that covenant ? 

Anſ. Perfect, perſonal obedience. 

Que What was the promiſe of the covenant bf works ? 

n/. Life natural, ſpiritual, and eternal. 5 

Que. How did Adam break that covenant? 

De. By eating the forbidden fruit, called the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil. — 


2ueft, Why was this tree called the tree of knowledge of 
good and evil? | ; 

Anſ. Becauſe man by his cating knew, to his ſad expe- 
rience, the great difference between that good he had loft, 

nd that evil he had fallen into. 

veſt. Why did God forbid Adam to eat of this fruit ? 
/. To try his obedience. | 

Que. How did it try his obedience ? 

A. God forbidding Adam to eat of à tree that was 
lawful in itſelf to be eaten, did try whether Adam would 
pbey his maker, when he ſaw nothing for it but pureiy 
he will of God. | 5 

Que. Who ſinned with Adam? 3 | 

Aus. All his poſterity that deſcended from him by ordi- 
nary generation. 

Jet. Who of his poſterity did not fig with him? 

Anſ. Only Jeſus Chriſt, who as to his human nature was 
f the poſterity of Adam. | 

we/t. Why did not Chriſt fin ? | | 

2. Becauſe, though he deſcended from Adam, yet it 
vas by an extraordinary generation; for, 1, he was con- 
cived by the power of the Holy Ghoſt : 2dly, he was born 
of the Virgin Mary. * | 

Due. How could Adam's poſterity fall with him not 
beingythen born ? | 
Au. Though they were not then living, yet they were 
in the loins of Adam as their common parent; beſides he 
was appointed the public head and repreſentative of all 
his. poſterity, and therefore his deed was accounted theirs... 


Queſt, How 


in makes us liable 1s ? | 
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Lr. How could Adam be repreſentative of his poſt. . 
rity, ſeeing they did not conſent to it? oy 

An}. Seeing Adam had ſufficient grace to ſtand, ad. 
deing our parent, had a great affection to us, it is certain Wh 
we ſhould have conſented, and our own hearts tell us, we 
wouldconſent, that he ſhould be our public head; and a 
covenant with God is a law, as well as # covenant; fo tha: 
> terms being reaſonable in themſelves, it ſuppoſes con. 
ent. | Ja 
Duel. Unto what eſtate hath Adam's fall brought hi, 
poſterity ? | 

An/. It hath brought us all unto an eſtate of fin and mi. 
_ this is the ſad caſe of every man till he come to 

rift, 

Que. How is fin divided? $5, 

Aa. It is divided into original and actual. 

Queft, Wherein doth original fin conſiſt? 

Anf. It conſiſts in Adam's fall, which is the fin of us all: 
zdly, in the corruption of our whole natures. 

Quel. What difference is there between original ſin and 
actual ſin? ; | 

Anſ. Original fin is the fin we bring with us into the 
world; actual fins are the ſins we commit after we are in 
the world: 2dly, original fin is the corrupt f mg actuel 
fins are the corrupt ſtreams that flow from that fountain: 
3dly, original fin is tranſmitted to poſterity, actual fin- 
are not, 

Que. What miſery hath our fins brought us unto ? 

Auſ. Sin hath brought us unto a great miſery : for, 1%; 
we have loſt communion with God: 2dly, we are under 
the wrath of God: 3dly, we are liable to all miſeries id 
this life. | | © 
Que. Is the loſs of communion with God a great 
miſery. RI, 
Ax It is not only a miſery, but the foundation of al! 
miſeries, There is no happineſs but in God: it i: 
nearneſs to, and communion with God, that is the hap- 
pineſs of heaven: to loſe God then, is to loſe our hap- 
pineſs, and to loſe our ſouls. It is good for us to drav 
near to God, but theſe that are far off from God ſhall 

2riſh, | , 
f 2ueft. What ſort of wrath is the wrath of God, which 
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Anſ. It is infinite wrath: who knows the power of his 
pger ? who-knows how miſerable the Almighty power of 
30d can make a ſinner? adly, it is intolerable wrath 3 
h! it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of a living 


wel8;od. Sinners hearts cannot endare, nor their hands be 
1d a lrong, in the day God dealeth with them according to 
tha: {Wbeir iniquities. 3dly, It is eternal wrath ; they will driak 
on. the red wine of God's wrath, and they ſhall have no reſt 


Way nor night, but the ſmoke of their torments aſcendeth 


ip for ever and ever, 


Aue. What miſeries in this life are we liable to by 


mi- Fur ſin ? | | | 
e to A, There are innumerable miſeries which we are liable 
o, both in our ſouls and body. 
Quel. What are the ſoul- miſeries we are liable to? 
Anſ. There is not a faculty of the ſoul but what is ſeized 
ith miſery : 1ſt, there is in the underſtanding ignorance 
all: f God, ſo that we diſcern not the things of the Spirit of 
od: 2dly, in the memory there is forgetfulneſs of the 
andM:hings of God, and minding that which is evil: 3dly, in 
the conſcience there is ſtupidity and ſecurity, or horror 
thefWand deſpair: Athly, in the will there is backwardaneſs to 
e in {Woood, and an inclination to that which is evil, and that 
Auel continually. Theſe are dreadful miſeries, and the more 
ain: ¶ dangerous, the leſs we are ſenſible of them. : 


Jeff. What are the bodily diſeaſes we are liable to? 
An/. Sickneſs, pain, hunger, thirſt, toils, labour, care, 


diſappointments, and every bodily uneaſineſs, and death 
elf. 


ndert Duet, What doth the ſenſe of our fin and miſery teach us? 

8 10 a. iſt, It teaches us the abſolute neceſſity of ſalvation hy 
Chriſt: 2dly, it teacheth us to prize and love Chriſt, our 

great only. Saviour: 3dly, it teaches us thankfulneſs to God in 

| Cbriſt for the great mercy of redemption. ; 

F all weft. Are all mankind left to-periſh in fin and miſery ? 

it is n/. No. Be” | , 

hap- Que. Who are ſaved ? 

bap- Af: The elect. 


Left. What moved God to elect any to eternal life ? 

4. His own good pleaſure, who will have mercy on 
"_ he will have mercy, and whom he will he hardneth. 
ben tbe ele& ? 


In what method doth God bring about the ſalva- 
470 God 
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Anſ. God fo loved the world that he ſent his only be. 
gotren Son into it, that whoſoever believeth in bim might 

not periſh, but have eternal life, 

_— Under what covenant are we ſaved oh 

Anſ. Under the covenant of grace. 

Queſt. What is the tenor of the covenant of grace ? 

A. Believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and you ſhall be 
ſaved. 

+ Queſt. What is the condition of this covenant ? 

Anj. Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, 

Duet, What is the general promiſe ? 

Anſ. Eternal life; or, according to the federal clauſe, 
J will be your God, and ye ſhall be my people. 

DPueft. Why is the ſecond covenant called the covenant 
of grace? 

Au. iſt, Becauſe it was free grace in God that moved 
him to enter into this covenant with us: zdly, becauſe all 
the parts of this covenant are of free grace ; for not only 
the privileges which God promiſes to us on his part, a8 
pardon, peace, and adoption, are offered to us by his 

ce, but alſo the duties which be requireth- on oor part, 
with faith, repentance, and obedience, are wrought i in us 
by his grace. 
of Who is the mediator of the covenant of grace ? 
.An/. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

Duet, Why is he called Jeſus ? 85 

A. Becauſe he ſaves his people from their fins. 

Duet, Why is he called Chrit? 

An), Becauſe he was anointed with all the aifa and graces 
of the Holy Spirit that were neceſſary for the quabſying of | 
him to be a complete Redeemer. 

Queft. How many natures are there in Chriſt. 

An. Two; the nature ef God and the nature of man, 

Yueft, How do you prove that Chriſt is Gad? 

Anſ. John, ch. 1.-v. 1. In the beginning, &. 

Que. How do you prove Chriſt was man? IN 

Ans. From having, 1ſt, a human foul ; My foul TY . 
ceeding ſorrow ful, ſays he : 2dly, from his haman body 
he was liable to priefs, - troubles, ſufferings and dend, 
which proves he was man. 

bx How many perſons are there in Chriſt 

An. Only one; theſe two natures * bot one perſon. 


5 Que. Why 
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Duet. Why was it neceſſary that our Mediator ſhould be 
a man; 

Anſ. iſt, That he might be capable to ſuffer death for us; 
for as God he could not ſuffer or die; for God is immutable 
and immortal: 2d!y, that the juſtice of God might be ſa- 
tisfied in the ſame nature wherein the fin was committed: 
for man had offended, and therefore man was to make ſa- 
tis faction for the offence, 

DPueft, Why was it neceſſary that our Mediator ould 
be God ? 

Anſ, That he might be capable of making infinite ſatis- 
ſation to the juſtice and honour of God, that was infi- 
nitely wronged and offended by our fins, 

Duet, Why was it neceſſary that our Mediator ſhould 
be both God and man in one perſon ? 5 

Auſ. That the ſufferings of his human nature might re- 
ceive an infinite value from the dignity of his divine nature; 
his ſufferings being the ſufferings of one who is truly God, 


though he did not properly ſuffer a he was God, 


Que. In how many offices doth Chriſt perform the work 
of our redemption ? 


Anſ. Three offices; the office of a prophet, prieſt and 
king. | : 
Queſt. Why was it neceſſary that Chriſt ſhould be a 
prophet ? | 
An. That he might cure us of our ignorance, by teach- 
ing us the will of God for our ſalvation, 


Dueft. How many ways doth Chriſt teach us the will 
of God ? | | 

Anſ. Two ways: 1ſt, by his word: 2dly, by his ſpirit. 

Queſt. Where is the word/of God contained? 

Anſ. In the ſcriptures of the Old and New Teſtament. 

Queſt. How prove you that the ſcriptures are the word 
of God? 5 T 

An/. It is proved, 1ſt, by the holineſs and purity of the 
ſcriptures : 2dly, by their power and efficacy upon men's 
conſciences: 3dly, by the certain accompliſhment of the 
propheſies: 4thly, by the many uncontroulable miracles that 
were wrought in confirmation of the truth of the ſcriptures. 

Queſt. Why is it ſaid that the ſcriptures are the word of 
God, ſince they are ſpoken and written by men ? 

An/. Theſe holy men ſpoke and wrote as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghoſt ; for all ſcriptures are of divine 


inſpiration, 
| B Dueft, Why 


Queſt. Why did God commit his word to writing ? 
in Au. That it may be a ſtanding rule of faith and obe- 
| dience, and that it might be tranſmitted incorrupt to 
poſterity, 
| Queſt. Is the word of God, without the enlightening 
| | work of the ſpirit, ſufficient to teach us in a ſaving manner! 
| Anſ. No, it is not ſufficient. 
Que. What is tt.e reaſon thereof? 
5 anſ. It is not from any defect in the word that it is not 
5 ſufficient to teach us ſavingly, without the ſpirit, for the 
| ſcriptures are ſufficient as a rule; but it proceeds from the 
Y darkneſs of our minds, that the natural man receiveth not 
bw the things of the Spirit of God, neither can he, becauſe 
they are ſpiritually diſcerned, k | 
| Duet. Poth the Spirit teach us ordinarily without the 
| word ? | OY 
Þ Auſ. No: for the Spirit teaches us in a rational manner, 
0 and in the uſe of means; he teaches us by writing his law 
upon our hearts, ſetizng home ſpiritual truths upon our con- 
5 ſciences. | 
ii Auel. Why was it neceſſary that Chriſt ſhould be a 
i! rieit? 8 
it { An, That he might remove our guilt, by ſatisfying 
| Juſtice, and reconciling us to God. 
DPueft What are the parts of Chriſt's prieſtly office? 
Anſ. His ſatisfaQtion and interceſſion. 
DPvuefl, When did Chrift ſatisty God's juſtice ? 
* Anſ. When he offered himſelf a ſacrifice on the croſs. | 
Wl Oe. Could the juſlice of God be ſatisfed no other 
| | way but by the ſacrifice of Chriſt ? h 
iN | Anſ. It is likely not; for God would not take pleaſure Hf 
| | In the death and ſufferings of his well beloved Son, if the 
glory of his Majeſty and juſtice could be other ways ſecured. 
Que g. How oft did Chriſt offer himſelf a ſacrifice to 
ſatisty divine juſtice ? 2 
As, Only once; for that offering being of inf nĩte value, 
he needed not offer himſelf a ſecond time; therefore by 
once offering, he hath perfected for ever them that are 
ſancuhed, | 
Que. How doth Chriſt make interceſſion for us ? 
Anſ. By repreſenting his ſatisfaction and merits to the 
Father; and craving that, by virtue of them, our fins 
might be pardoned, our duties accepted, and we ſanctified 
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d ſaved, He intercedes as one having a right to the 
leſbngs he ſeeks: “Father, I will, ſays he, that thoſe 


to Whom thou haſt given me may be where I am.” 
. Auel. Why was it neceſſary that Chiiit ſhould make in- 
ng WE: ccliion for us ? | 
ner? A, It ig neceſſary: 1, that we may have acceſs to 


od; for ſuch is our unworthineſs, that of ourſelves we 

id never approach onto God, for he. is a conſuming 

e unto the workers of iniquity, but threugh Chriſt s in- 

Wrcclion we may come unto him: for if any man fin we 

ve an advocate with the Father: 2dly, it is neceflary, 

at we may be able to anſwer the accuſations of Satan, 

id the thunders of the law, Who is he that condemneth, 

pce Chriſt is at the right hand of God, making continual 

(erceſſon for us? 

2ueft, Why was it neceſſary that Chriſt ſhould be a 
ing ? | 
Auſ. That he might cute and remove our rebellion, by 
con- Wicl:ning and governing our hcarts agreeable to his will, 
nd to make us a willing people in the day of his power, 
de a . How manyfold is Chriſt's kingdom ? 
An. Twofold : 1ſt, there is his effeatial kingdom, 

ying ich he exerciſes, as he is God over the world, in the 
ethod of his providence: zdly, there is his mediatorial 
ingdom, which he exerciſes, as he is Mediator over his 
horch, in the methods of his grace. 

| Queft, What are the principal acis of bis mediatorial 

s. ingdom ? | | 

other W A2 1ſt, There is the calling and gathering of his 
hurch and people: 2dly, the preſerving and goveraing 

aſure If them: 3dly, there is the glorifying of chem at laſt. 

F the W 2%. In how many eſtates does Chriſt execute the work 

ured. Wh! our redemption ? 

de to An. Twofold; iſt, in an eftate of humiliation ; 2dly, 
f exaltation. 

alve, Ae. Why was it neceſſary that Chriſt ſhould forego 

re by hie twofold eſtates ? 

t are Ar,. iſt, It was neceſſary that he ſhould be humbled, 
d:cauſe, as our ſurety and cautioner, he was to ſuffer the 
nſhment due to us: adly, it was neceſſary he ſhould be 

the alted, that he might beſtow on us the gifts and graces 

fins lat are neceſſary for. our ſalvation, He aſcended up on 

Rified B 2 high, 
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our Saviour ſubmitted to it that he might deliver us from ti 


ſo only his human nature could be raiſed from the dead. 


nigh, that he might lead captivity captive,” and give piſs 
uno men, | | | 

Quel. What are the ſeveral Reps of Chriſt's humiliation ? 

An. There is, 1ſt, his incarnation, the clothing «& 

himſelf with human nature, as God over all, bleſſed for 
evermore : 26ly, his ſubjecting himſelf to the law, who is 
the only lawgiver, and that is able to ſave or deſtroy: 300. 
his undergoing all the ſinleſs miſeries in this life ; ſuch a: 
poverty, hame, reproach, though he was covered from 
all eternity with majeſty and light, as with a garment! 
Athly, his ſubmitting to death, who is the Lord of life: 
gthly, his continuing in the flate of the dead, who had 
power to lay down hie life, and power to take it up wher 
he pleaſed. | ; 

Lueft, What kind of death did Chriſt die? 

Au. The death of the croſs; the God of glory w. 
crucified. | | 

Queſt. What ſort of death was the death of the croſs ? 

An. It was a painful, ſhamefal, and curſed death; arc 


AA 
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pain, ſhame, and carſe that was due to us for ſin. 

Pueft In what manner did Chriſt die ? 1 

le died meck'y; willfncly, agd obedfeptiy: As 
ec to che ſughter, fo he opened not his mouth ; © 
*-Jiphted to do God's will, and became obedient even unt 
death. | e 

2ueft, How long was Chriſt in the grave ? 

An/. As Jonas was three days and three nights in the 
whale's belly, ſo the Son of man was three days and three 
nights in the heart of the earth. | 

Quel. What are the ſeveral ſteps of Chrilt's exaltation 

An/. 1, There is his reſurrection from the dead: 201y, 
his aſcending to heaven; 3dly, his fitting at Ges rig! 
hand: 4thly, his coming to judge the world at the laſt day, 

Putt, What nature of Chriſt was raiſed from the dead! 

An. Tt was only the human nature of Chriſt that died 


Que. What nature did raiſe him up from the dead ? 
. His divine nature; it was this, that after thret 
days raiſed up the temple of his body again, 
RH What did he declare himſelf to be by riſing fron 
dead. Pts 
Au. He declared himſelf to be the Son of God wil 
power. . Dueft, Hos 
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Aen. How did his reſurrection declare him to be the 
Son of God ? | Are , 

42. His reſurrection declared him to be the Son of God, 
inaſmuch as it declares him that very perſon he gave out 
himſelf to be: now he gave out himſelf to be God, and as 
a teſtimony thereof, he appealed to his reſurrection from 
the dead; we are ſure, therefore, that he is the Son of 
God, otherwiſe God had never raiſed him from the dead, 

Dueft. How long was Chriſt upon earth, after his re- 
ſarrection, before his aſcending to heaven ? A 

Anſ. Forty days; that he might inſtruct his diſciples in 
the nature of his church and kingdom, and give them rules 
and directions about his houſe. 3 

Que. Where is ſeſus now? 

As. He is in heaven, fitting at the right hand of God. 

Duet, What is the meaning of that? | he 
A. It meaneth not that God hath any hand properly, 
for God is a Spirit, and therefore without any bodily parts; 
it is only a figurative ſpeech, or expreſſion, ſpoken after 
the manner of men, in condeſcenſion to our weak capacity; 
but it muſt be underſtood in a way agreeable to the nature 
of God; as therefore he that is honoured by man is ſet at 
his right hand, ſo, to expreſs the great honour, glory and 
exaltation of Chriſt, after his humiliation, it is expreſſed 
by fitting at God's right hand, 5 

Bueft. Will Chriſt come again to judge the world? 

An. Yes. ' | 

Que. Is the time of his ſecond coming known by us? 

Anſ. No: not that day knoweth any man; no not the 
angels in heaven. Ap, 

Queft. Why is the time of Chriſt's ſecond coming to 
judge the world left uncertain to us ? | 

A. That we might watch and pray, and always be 
preparing for his coming, leſt we ſhould be ſurpriſed in 
our 5 and hurried away to judgment before our accounts 
be ready. | 

| Queſt, What qualifies Chriſt to be the judge? 

4. His two natures; for, iſt, as he is God, he hath 
infinite wiſdom to know all perſons and cauſes that come 
before him: 2dly, he hath infinite juſtice to pronounce a 
righteous ſentence : 3dly, he hath infinite power to execute 
that ſentence, as he is man, he is-rendered a viſible judge, 
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ſo that all eyes ſhall ſee him, even the eyes of them that 
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pierced him. | * Ge | 
Que. At what hand will Chriſt ſet the ungodly at the 
day of judgment ? | F 
Mnf. At his left hand; and againſt them will he pro. 
nounce that dreadful ſentence, Depart from me, ye curſed, 
into everlaſting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels, 
ft. At what hand will Chriſt ſet the godly at that day? 
n/. At his right band; and to them will he pronounce 
that comfortable ſentence, Come unto me, ye bleſſed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you before the 
foundation of the world. | 
Quel. What doth the doctrine of our redemption and 

recovery, through Chriſt, teach us? 

© An. iſt, It teacheth us to admire the goodneſs and con- 
deſcenſion of God towards us, that Ged ſhould fo love the 
world as to ſend his only begotten Son into it, that whoſo- 
ever believeth in him might not periſh, but have everl-ſting 
life. O the height, the depth, length, abd breadth of 
the love of God! 2dly, it teacheth us to love Chriſt ſeſus, 


* . 


who loved us, and gave himſelf for us a facrifice for our 


fins, and a ranſom for our ſouls ; to thoſe who truly believ: 
this, Chrift will be precious: 3dly, it teacheth us to hate 
fin, as being fo vie and horrid in the ſight of a haly, jul 
God, that none in heaven or in earth could fatisfy the de- 
mands of juſtice for the wrong fin does him, but God's own 
Son: 4thly, it teacheth us to live in perpetual thankful- 
neſs and obedience to God, through the whole of our 
lives; till aſking queſtions, and arſwering that queſtion 10 
_ ourſelves, . What ſhall we render unto the Lord for all his 
| benefits beſtowed on us? O thanks be unto God for his 
great and unſpeakable gifts, © \ 
Que. Who applies the redemption which Chriſt pur- 


| | chaicd ? 


Anſ. The Holy Spirit; fo that each perſon in the gl 
riovs Godhead hath a b efſed hand in the work of our re- 
demptian: 1ft, Ihe Father, he deſigns it and contrives it 
_ 2dly, the Son, be purchafed it: zdly, the Spirit, he applic 
our redemption, _. | 
Que. tiow doth the Spirit apply the redemption pur 
chaſcd by Christ? 
An. By uniting us to Chriſt through faith. 


ion 10 
all his 
for his 


t pur- 
e gl 

pur re- 
ves it 


zpplic 


n pur 


Wh: 


PRINCIPLES oy RELIGION, 19 
Que. What ſort of union is made between Chriſt and 
believers? | | | N | 

Anſ. It is a ſpiritual union; they are one ſpirit with 
him: 2dly, it is a myſtical union; it is compared for the 
myſteriouſneſs of it to the union that is between the Father 
and the Son: zdly, it is an inſeparable union, neither fin, 
death nor devils ſhall be able to diſſolve it, 

Quel. What are the bonds of this union ? 

Aus. There is on Chriſt's part his Holy Spirit; that is 
the principal bond; the ſame Spirit that is in Chriſt reſts 
on believers: 2dly, on our part, 1ſt, there is faith, whereby 
we take hold: 2dly, love, whereby we keep hold of Chriſt, 

Que When is this union made? 

Anf. In our effectual calling. 

Que. What do you mean by effectual calling ? 

Anſ. We mean by it the werk of ſaving converſion, 
whereby we are tranſlated from a ſtate of nature, which is 
a ſtate of fin, death and wrath, unto a fate of grace, which 
is a ſtate of life and happineſs. 

Quel. Why is our converſion deſcribed under the 
notion of a call ? | | 

« Anſ. 1ſt, To import that we are afar off from God by na- 
ture; that we are aſleep in ſin, and mind ſomething elſe than 
God, and therefore need to be called and raiſed by his 
voice: 2dly, to improve the manner whereby God con- 
verts us, and that by his word: 3dly, to ſignify how eaſy 
it is for God to convert finners ; it is by a word ſpeaking. 

Queſt. Why is it ſaid to be an effeQual calling? | 

Anſ. To diftinguiſh it from the outward call of the 
word, which is ineff-Qtual ; for many are called by the 


word, but few are choſen, and therefore called according 


to God's purpoſe,” 

Dueft, What are the ſeveral ſteps of the Spirit of God in 
calling us effeQuually ? 

An/, iſt, There is a work of conviction, whereby we get 


a deep fight and ſenſe of our fin and miſery by nature: 2dly, 
there is a work of illumination, whereby our minds are en- 
böghiened in the knowledge of Chriſt and goſpel mercies : 


3dly, a work of renovation, whereby we are renewed in 
the whole man, after the image of God, and are enabled 


to believe in Chriſt ? 


Que. What is the means whereby God convinceth us 


of kn? | | 
An/ſ The 


6 - 
—— 
W 


» * "ww rw. Rs 3 3 — 


= TT OR - 


2 - - —_— _ 


- - « - . — — 
r TRA oe. y AG -< -. 
* —— — — his. CN en peas ons — — 


— 


cc 
— 
We — * 


— — gm - 


1 — 2— 2 
— > 1 — 


—— ñ— m — 


— 
2 


* 


will be ready always to juſtify God, 


.. 


i 


20 PRINCIPLES. os» RELIGION. 


Au. The law; for by the law cometh the knowledge of 


fin, ſaith the apoſtle, 


Pueft, What is the means that he uſeth in enlightening 
us in the knowledge of Chriſt ? 
An}. The goſpel: fo that both law and goſpel is neceſſary; 


for the law lets us ſee the need of Chriſt, and the goſpel 


leads us to him. | 
Queſt ls there any converſion without convid ion? 
An/. No: for unleſs we ſee the abſolute need of Chriſt, 
we will never come unto him, or to God through him ; it is 
only the weary and heavy laden ſinners that come to Chriſt 


for reſt, 


Que. May there be a work of conviction where no con- 
verſion follows it? | | 

Anſ. Yes: Judas was convicted but not converted; and 
many others have felt the terrors of the Lord, and, for 
eaſe, have run into worldly pleaſures, mirth and buſineſs, 
and not unto Chriſt ; and thus have theſe convictions va- 
niſhed, which, if they had entertained, would have led 
them to Chriſt. | 

Queſt. How ſhall we know if we be truly convinced? 
An,. iſt, we will love a 288 miniſtry; 2dly, we 

ow bitter ſoever the 

diſpenſations of his providence be to us: zdly, we will be 
very thankful, however it fare with us in the world; we 
will reckon any mercy out of hell undeſerved. 

Duet. Is there any converſion without a work of illumi- 
nation ? | 

Au. No: for unleſs our minds be enlightened to ſee 
the all-ſufficiency of Chriſt, and his ſuitableneſs to the va- 
rious caſes and neceſſities of our ſouls, and his willingneſs 
and earneſtneſs to ſave us, we will think with theſe de- 
ſpairing people there is no hope; therefore we have loved 
idols, and after them we will go, 

Queſt. May there be an enlightening of our minds without 
converſion ? 7p 

Anſ. Yes: Balaam was enlightened, and yet no. true 
ſaint; and many others have great knowledge of goſpel 
myſteries, and yet no true grace. 

Queſt, When is knowledge a ſaving knowledge? 

Anſ. 1ſt, When it is an affectionate knowledge; the more 


we know Chriſt, the more we love him: 2dly, when it is 
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experimental, when our knowledge of goſpel truths is ac- 
companied with a ſpiritual ſenſe and favour of them upon 


vur ſpirits : zdly, when it is a humbling knowledge, when 


the m're we know God and Chriſt, the more vile we are 
in our own eyes; 4thly, when it is a practical kr.owledge, 
when the more we do that which we know to be our duty, 
and deſire to know, in order to do our duty, 

Que. It ſeems then that conviction and illumination, 
though they are neceſſary in order to converſion, and pre- 
paratory thereto, are yet but the common work of the 
Spirit of God: which then is the main work of the Spirit 
of God in our converfion ? . 

A. The renewing of our hearts and minds, and that 
by a powerful inclination of our will; to cloſe with Chriſt 
upon his own terms; to embrace him as a ſovereign as 
well as a Saviour; and voluntarily to render and refiga 
ourſelyes abſolutely and entirely to him. 

Que. How ſhall we know if our hearts be renewed ? . 

Anſ. Generally we may know it, if we habitually and 
conitantly prefer God's glory and Chriſt's will before all 
worldly intereſts and carnal fatisfation whatſoever. 


Quel. What benefits do the converted partake off in this 


life? | 

An/. They partake of the benefits of juſtification and 
ſanctiſication, and the benefits that low from them, theſe, 
viz. aſſurance of God's love, peace of conſcience, joy in 
the Holy. Ghoſt, increaſe of grace and perſeverance therein 
to the end, 
re. What is it to juſtify ? TY 
An/. It is to abſolve us from guilt, and pronounce us 
righteaus, 101 
Que. Whoſe act is it to juſtify ? 

Anf. It is God's act; for it is God that juſtifies. 

DPueft, What are the parts of our juſtiſication? 

An. 1, The pardon of our ſins: 2dly, the accepting 
us as righteous in his fight, 

Que. Upon what account are our fins pardoned, and 
perions accepted ? 3 
Auſ. Upon the account of Chriſt's righteouſneſs imputed 
to us ? ; | . 
Duet, What is meant by Chriſt's righteouſneſs ? 

Anſ His fulfilling the law for us; particularly, iſt, bis 
obeying the precepts of the law : 2dly, his ſuffering of the 


penalty 
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3 of the law ; the one is called his active, the other 
is paſſiie obedience: theſe two mike up the ſureries 


righteouſneſs, upon the account of which believers ate 
juſtified. , | | 

Que. What is meant by Chriſt's righteouſneſs being im- 
puted to us? F 

Anſ. By it is meant, that it is layed on our account, and 


„ that we are dealt wi h by God as if we had performed a 
[81 perfect obedience to him. 

1 Dueft What's t e ground of the imputation of Chriſt's 
10 rightecuſneſs to us? 

1 A. Our union with Chrift is the ground of it. There 
| 11 is a twofold union Letwixt Chriſt and us: iſt. a natural 
WW: union by his incarnabon, he becoming one fleſh with' us: 
. zdly, a ſpiritual union, whereby we are one ſpirit with him. 


Queſt. Since we are Juſtihed upon the account of Chritt's 
[ perfect righteouſneſs, how can it be faid that juſtification is 
'' an act of God's free grace ? . 
| Anſ. Though we are juſtified by a perfect righteouſneſs, 
| or {till it is an act of free grace of God to Juſtify us: zi, 
| ecauſe it was free grace in God that moved him to deviſe 
this method of juſtification : 2dly, it was free grace in God 
that moved him to accept of this righteouſnels of another 
inſtead of our perſonal righteouſneſs, | 
Queſt. How is the righteouſneſs of Chriſt received: 
A. By faith | Seas e 
g How then doth faith juſtify us in the ſight of 
od ? 
| Ans. Not as a work done, but as it is the inſtrument or 
Tit | hand whereby we lay bold on Chriſt's righteouſneſs, which 
| is the ground of our righteoaſneſs : therefore faith is ſome- 
times the condition, and ſometimes the inſtrumental cauſe 
of our juſtification, | EIS? | 
. What is it to adopt? e 
1. It is to bring a ſtranger into the family, and to ad- 
mit him to ſonſnip; God' adopting believers then, is the 
bringing them who are far off from God, by natute, unto 
his t-mily, the making them his ſons and daughters, and 
the admitting them to the privileges of his children. 
Quel. Wnat are the privileges of God's children? _ 
| An/. 1, They are under God's fatherly care and provi- 
| fion ; we are ture that he will ever provide for his own K 
6 mily: 
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jly: 2dly, they are undef his fatherly protection, which is 
:itable, ſeaſonable, and conſtant. The beloved of the Lord 
hall dwell in ſafety, having underneath them the everlaſt- 
ng arm of God's power : 3dly, they are under his fatherly 
direction and conduct; he will guide them by his Spirit 
hile here: 4thly, they are his heirs ; for, if ſons, they are 
eirs, joint heirs with jeſus Chriſt, of an inheritance that 
i incorruptible and eternal in the heavens. | | 
Quel. Why is adoption called an act of God's free 
grace? ; | 
An/. Becauſe it is free grace in God that moved him to 
adopt us; and great free . it is, not only to pardon 
rebels, but make them his ſons; not only to forgive traitors, 
but to make them his heirs. | 
Pueft, What is ſanfifcation, or to ſanctify us? | 
An,. It is to purge us from the filth of fin, and make us 
oly, as God is holy. 
2ueft. Whoſe work is it to ſanctify us ? 
A/ [t is the work of the Spirit of God. 
Aue. After whoſe image are we renewed in fanQtifi- 
cation ? 
Auſi Aſter the image of God? 
2ueft. Wher in doth the image of God conſiſt ? 
Anſ. In knowledge, Wee and holineſs. 
Queſt. What are the parts of ſanctification: 
oy iſt, Dying unto fin : 2dly, living unto righteouſ- 
neſs, | | 
Dueft. Are believers perfectly ſanAiked in this life? 
Anſ. No. | ; 
Duet, Why doth God ſtill leave corruption in his 
people ? 05 
An/. iſt, To keep them in a ſtate of trial and exerciſe 
here, in order to their triumph and crowning hereafter: 2dly, 
that God may magnify his power, in ſupporting their weak 
graces in the midft of ſo many corruptions from within, and 
temptations from without. | 
Que. What difference is there between juſtification and 
fanctihcation ? | 4645-966 25306 
Anſ. iſt. Juſtification taketh away the guilt of fin, ſancti- 
fication taketh away the filth of ſin: 2dly, Juſtification is 
the act or ſentence of God upon our ſtate, abſolving from 
guilt, and pronouncing us righteaus : SanRification is the 
opera- 
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operation or work of the Spirit of God, cleanſing bur n 8 
tures: 3dly, Juſtification is perfect, and done in an inſtant 
2 is imperfect in this life, and carried on b 
degrees. | | 7 | 
Put. Hath every believer the aſſurance of God's love! 
Au. Every believer is furely loved of God; but eve 
be.iever hath not the ſenſe and aſſurance of God's love 
many of them are troubled with doubts of their ſtate per 
haps all their life. 19585 
Dweft. Why doth God deny the ſenſe and aHurance « 
his love to many of his people? „ 
An/. iſt, To teach rather to live by faith than by ſenſe 
2dly, to mortify pride ; hence it is that God ſometime 
grants aſſurance to weak believers, to help and encourag 


their weak faith, and denies it to ſtronger believers, to bee 
down their pride. eds 
Que. Hath every believer peace of conſcience ? lefl 
Au. They have ground of peace; but oftentimes theſeM*©P 
to whom God hath ſpoken peace, and whoſe fin is for nd 
given, cannot forgive themſelves, but are diſcontented iu! 
their own conſcience. 2 
QAueſt. What hinders thoſe, to whom God hath ſpokeſi e! 
peace, in their own conſcience? 4 


Anſ. iſt, The ſenſe they have of the weight and numbe 
of their fins: 2dly, their diſbelief of the promiſes: 3dl) 
their ſlowneſs or error in applying the promiſes : 4thly 
the temptations of Satan, who is an enemy both tv ou 
grace and comfort; he ſeeks to diſturb our peace where h 
cannot hinder'our grace, 

Que. What is meant by joy in the Holy Ghoſt? 

An/. We mean by it that ſpiritual heavenly joy which 
the Holy Spirit worketh in us, when he witneſſeth wit) 
our ſpirit, that we are the children of God ? | 

Queſt. Is all true grace of a growing nature? 

An. Ves; the paths of the juſt are as the morning light 
which ſhineth more and more unto the perfect day: bu 
yet, though grace be of a growing nature, it doth not al- 
ways actually grow, but ſometimes ſuffers great decay; the 
ſtorms of temptation give oftentimes a check to its growilÞt, 
and increaſe. WORE : | eſt 

Nueft. Can any fall totally and finally from grace? 

Au. No; for the gifts and graces of God are without 


repentance. 
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We When are the ſouls of believers perfectly made holy: 

J. At death. 1 a | 
Se. Why are they made perſectly holy at death? _ 
Auſ. Becauſe no unclean thing can enter in the gates of 
he heavenly, Jeruſalem, _ N 

Aue. What difference is there between the bodies of 
e 3 bodies of unbelievers, when both are lying 
1 the grave | 335 
4775 iſt, The bodies of believers are united to Chriſt; 
hey are faid to fleep in Jeſus ; and by virtue of that union 
ey have with him, the head, they are raiſed from the 
ead. The bodies of -unbelieyers have no union with 
hriſt, but are raiſed from the dead by his power, as he is 
n awful and terrible judge. 2dly, The bodies of believers 

faid to reſt in their graves: they are ſaid to reſt in their 
eds; and at the morning of the reſurrection, when that 
lefſed day dawns. on them, they awake and ſing who 
eep in the duſt; but the grave is a priſon to unbelievers; 
nd at the reſurrection they are as malefactors who are 
-Wauled'from the priſon to the place of execution. 
Queſt. What benefits do believers receive from Chriſt at 
e reſurreQtion ? | | 
Anſ. 1ſt, Their bodies will be raiſed up in glory: 2dly, 


pbeWÞey will be openly acknowledged and acquitted : zdly, 
01; cy. will be made perfectly and eternally happy. 
thly 


We What is it to acquit believers ? 
4% It is to abſolve them from guilt and all falſe accu- 
ons. 

ef. Before whom will they be eee 

½ Chriſt will acknowledge them before hi 

/hicFather-and all the holy angels. © | 
Juen. Whom will he deny? LEAs, 
Anſ. Thoſe that deny him. | | 
Ae. Wherein will their perfect bleſſedneſs conſiſt? 


2 
heavenly 


ligh /. In the full enjoyment of Ge. 

: but Reſts Wherein doth the enjoyment of God conſiſt ? 

t al A.. It conſiſts in the ſouls ſweet acquieſcing in God a2 
; theſſes reſt and chiefeſt happineſs; more particularly it conſiſts, 


|, in the near approach of our ſouls. unto God, when by 
elire we preſs hard for God; by love the ſoul unites and 
nits "itſelf to God, and by holy delight it ſolaceth and 
leaſeth itſelf. in God: adly, it conſiſts in God's near 

roach unto your ſouls, by a perpetual light, love, and life. 
Reſt, Is God enjoyed by his people here on earth? 
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Anſ. Ves: Whom have I, in heaven high, but thee? ll 
ſays the pſalmiſt. He had the poſſeſſion of God; and ig, 
people of God, to their comfortable experience, have hi L 
much ſweet communion with God, De 

Que. What difference is there between our enjoymei 
of God in heaven, and our enjoyment of God on earth? Nad 

Anſ. 1ſt, The enjoyment of God on earth is imperfed Mela 


here we ſee him but as in a glaſs; we have dim thought 
of God and dull affections towards him, being received by 
in part: but our enjoyment of God in heaven is perfed 
for we ſhall have the clear knowledge of God, perfect cot 
formity unto him, and unconceivable ſatisfaftion and je 
of ſoul reſulting from both : 2dly, here our enjoyment « 
God is much interrupted ; there is none whoſe ſweet con 
munion with God is not often interrupted by a ſad eſtrange 
ment of their hearts from God, and the hiding of Gol 
countenance from them; but in heaven our enjoyment 
God is without interruption, and without end; there y 
ſhall fit at the fountain of living waters, and drink in d 
vine joys as they proceed immediately from God, withou 
interruption, and without end. 
Que. What are the great goſpel duties ? | 

Aa. Theſe two eſpecially, faith in Jeſus Chriſt, an 
repentance unto life. 

Quel. What is faith in Jeſus Chriſt ? 

Anſ. It is a —_ grace, whereby we receive 75 aſt 
Chriſt, and rely upon him as our prophet, prieft, and king 
for the ſalvation of our ſouls. | SH 

BQueft. Why is faith called a Z ace ? 


Anſ. Becauſe we cannot work it in ourſelves, but it is he. 
TI quality, freely wrought in us by the Spirit - 


Duet, Why is it called a ſaving grace? | 

Anſ. Becauſe there is no ſalvation without it; and whofor 
ever have it are entitled to ſalvation. | the 

Auel. What is the ſpecial object of faith? 

Anſ. Chriſt and his righteouſneſs ; true faith hath a re 

+ ſped to all the word of God; it aſſents and conſents to al 

the promiſes, threatnings, precepts, and prohibitions 
but eſpecially it looks to Chriſt. ** I have determined iq p 
know nothing among you (faith the Apoſtle) but Chriſt 
and him crucified ?”? | 


ve). What are the principal acts of faith ? 
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Anſ, 1, The receiving of Chriſt: 2dly, the relying 
n him in his offices. 

Que. When is it that by faith we receive and rely on 
hriſt as our prophet ? | 

Anſ. When we are denied to our own carnal reaſonings, 
nd are willing to be taught by him, ſubmitting to the re- 
elations of his word. 

Aue. When is it that by faith we receive and rely on 
hriſt as a prieſt? 

Anſ. When we are denied to our own righteouſneſs, have 
o conceit or confidence in our own duties, and are willing 
o be juſtified only by the righteouſneſs and merits of Chriſt, 

Ave. When is it that by faith we receive and rely on 
hriſt as a king ? 

Anſ. When we aredenied toour own wills, do not ſtudy to 


deo ple in the day of his ſervice, 

2577 What is it to repent of ſin? 

. It is to mourn for fin, and turn from it. 

Duet. What doth the mourning for fin include in it? 

, ani An. 1ſt, A deep ſight and ſenſe of fin in its evil nature 
and evil conſequence; being that whereby God is offended, 
the law violated, the foul damned and deſtinated to ever- 
aſting woe, if not redeemed by the mercy of God and me- 
ingWrits of a Redeemer: 2dly, it imports contrition and ſorrow | 
of heart for fin, whereby the ſoul ſeeth that it is a finner, 
but ſorroweth under that finful and ſad ſtate, The ſtrong 
it is heart breaking, the haughty ſpirit is laid low, and he is 
rit ol wholly reſolved ; tears rend his heart and not his garments, 
Duet. What ſort of ſorrow is this? 
Anl. It is a fincere and ingenuous ſorrow, not ſo much 
for being liable to the laſh, and obnoxious to the curſe of 
the law, as that a gracious and holy God is offended, a juſt 
and holy law is broken, and the image of God is defaced. 
Quel. Why is this ſorrow required ? 
o all Ar/. iſt, To ſet us at enmity againſt fin: 2dly, to re- 
ons commend Chriſt to the ſoul; for theſe that are ſick will 
d ta prize the phyſician. | 
ariſt Det. What is the other part of repentance ? 
A2. A turning from fin. 
Nxeft. What doth this include? 

| C2 Anſ. iſt, 


GodWleaſe ourſelves, but are pleaſed that Chriſt ſhould have his 
nt bf us: and that his Spirit ſhould rule us, and incline us to 
4 himſelf, and we rely dn his power to make us a willing 
n | 


whe 
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ſome ſudden pangs of devotion, like thoſe whoſe goodneſs 


| have a ſenſe of God upon our ſpirits, and a reſpect to his 
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Anſ. iſt, A fixed apprehenfion in the mind of the vileneſ; 
and danger of fin: 2dly, the turning of the heart and wil 
againſt it: 3dly, the abſtaining from fin, and actual reſiſt 
ing of it, through the whole of our lives, 

Duet. What are the properties of this turning from fin } 

Au. iſt, It is a true turning; that is, it is a turning 
from fin, as it is fin; or as it is a diſhonouring and af- 
fronting of God, a violation and breach of his law, and 
contrary to his nature and attributes: therefore, 2dly, it 
is an univerſal turning from all fins ; a turning from ſecret 
as well as open fins, from ſmall fins as well as great ; from 
ſins of the heart as well as fins of the life, and from ſpeci- 
ous as well as diſgracefu] fins : zdly, it is a conſtant turn- 
ing from fin in the ſettled bent of the heart and tenor of 
the life, and not in fits only, under fear of puniſhment, or 


was only like the morning dew that ſoon vaniſheth, 

Queſt. Is it enough that we turn from fin ? 

Anſ. Whoever truly turns from fin they alſo turn to 
God; for it is only when men turn from one fin to ano- 
ther, as for inſtance, from profaneneſs to ſuperſtition, or 
from preſumption to deſpair, that they are ſaid to turn, e 
but not unto the moſt High: but not when they turn fromW<2! 
lin; for whoever turns from ſin, as being diſpleafing toW*a 
God, and a tranſgreſſion of his law, their hearts are turned be 
to pleaſe him, and inclined to obey his law. wa 

Aue. How ſhall we know if we be turned unto God ? 

An. 1, If we be turned unto God, our moſt pleaſant 
thoughts will habitually be of God: 2dly, our hearts and 
affections will cleave to him, and be terminated upon him: 
3dly, in all our actions, whether civil or religious, we will 
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glory, | | 
. Queſt, How does the ſoul! turn from fin unto God? 

4 A. By full purpoſe and endeavour after new obe- 
Dueft. Why is goſpel obedience called new obedience ? 
Anſ. Becauſe it is from new principles, for new ends, 

and in a new manner. | 

Dueft, What are the principles of goſpel obedience ? 

An/. 1ſt, It muſt proceed from faith, for as witho 

faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God in any inſtance of duty 

ſo whatever is not of faith is fin; 2dly, goſpel ehre 
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nef; Wouſt proceed from love to God, for it is only love to God 
will nd Chriſt that will make us willing in duty; then only will 
ron in the ways of God's commands, when he bath en- 
arged our hearts : and 3dly, it muſt proceed from reverential 
ear and profound adoration of ſoul; we are to take heed 
o the frame of our hearts, and courſe of our lives, 28 


and Marth, and that his eyes do ſee, and eyelids try the children 
* men. : | 
cretil Ave. What are the ends of Feder obedience ? 
An/. 1ſt, The glory of God, our Creator, Redeemer, 

nd Sapctifier: 2dly, the ſalvation of our precious and 
nmortal ſouls; zdly, the good and edification of others. 
2ueft. In what manner are we to obey God? | 
An/. We are to obey God, ift, freely and willingly : 
ne Nevils may perform a conſtrained obedience, but we are to 
ea willing people in the day of his power : 2dly, univer- 
ally and - abſolutely, without regarding any fin, or neg - 
Ging any duty; for if we regard any fin in our heaits, 
e Lord will not hear us; we cannot obey God aright, 
nleſs we have a reſpect to all his commandments : 3dly, 
urn, Ne are to obey God cordially and affectionately ; it is the 
eart that the Lord requires, and therefore with purpoſe of 
eart we are to cleave unto the Lord: 4thly, we are to 
bey God - habitually and conſtantly; we are to keep his 
ommands always, even to the end: as we are to give unto 
zod the bent of the heart, and ſtrength of our affections, 
we are to fill up every hour with duty, and bring holi- 
s with us unto every action of life. 2 
Que. You have told us the tenor, the Mediator, the 
ileges and conditions of the covenant of grace, tell us 
xt what are the ſeals of that covenant ? | | 
An/;The facraments are the ſeals of the covenant of grace. 
Quel. How many ſacraments are there? 


ele are the ſeals of the covenant of grace, under the New 
eſtament diſpenſation. | | 

Que. What are the ſacraments of the covenant of grace 
ider the Old Teſtament diſpenſation, ORs 
Anſ. Circumcifion and the paſſover« 

Rueft, Had the covenant of works any ſacrament ? 

Anſ. Yes, it had alſo two facraments; viz. the tree of 
e, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil. 


C 3 Det Why 


hoſe that know that God is in heaven, and we upon 


Anſ, There are two; Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper: 
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ay 


inward ſpiritual thing ſignified : and, 3dly, the inftitutic 
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Duet. Why hath God inſtituted only two ſacraments « 
the covenant of grace ? 
An. Becauſe only theſe two were neceſſary ; for baptiſn 


is a ſign and ſeal of our ſpiritual birth, that we are ingrafte' 
in Chriſt, and partake of ſpiritual life in him; and the 
Lord's Supper is a ſign and ſeal of our ſpiritual nouriſhment 
and growth in grace, until we come to the ſtature of a per 
fect man in Chriſt, Now there is no more required of u 
but, 1ſt, that we be in Chriſt: and, 2dly, that we groy 
in every grace, and every degree of grace, until we reac! 
unto the ſtature of glory. | 
Dueft. What things are required to make up a ſacrament ſc 
Au. iſt, There is the outward ſenſible ſign: 2dly, tt 


of God. | L 
Queſt. What is the outward ſign in baptiſm ? 
J. Waſhing with water. EE! h 


Queſt. What doth waſhing with water ſignify ? 

An. It ſignifies, 1ſt, the waſhing away our fins in . 
blood of Chriſt ; for as water waſheth off the filth of o- 
bodies, ſo the blood of Chrift cleanſeth us from all fin fi 
2dly, it ſignifies the laver of regeneration, and renewing f. 
of the Holy Ghoſt. f: 

Que. In whoic name are we baptized ? a 

An/. In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt b 
Qu. What is it to be baptized in the name of the FF 3 


ther Son, and Holy Ghoſt ? b 


Anf. lt is to vow that we ſhall be ſubjeR unto the a ſe 
thority, and depend on the favour and protection of I fe 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ? 

Queſt. What do we engage unto at baptiſm ? 

An. We engage to be the Lord's, that we ſhall fe 
bim, fide with him, and fight under his banner, againſt t 
devil, the world, and the fleh. | | 
_ Nuelt. What are the outward ſigns in the ſacrament p 
the Lord's Supper? | | 
 Anf. Bread and wine, | 0 
Que. What doth the breaking of the bread ſignify? F tl 

Anſ. It fignifies Chriſt bruiſed and broken for our ſi d 
by h « death and ſufferings. 

2ueft. What doth the eatirg of the bread ſignify ? le 

Any. Ii ſignifies the application of Chriſt, and his ber 
fits; chat we receive, apply, and appropriate him to ourſeiv © 
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9veft, What doth the pouring out of the wine ſignify? 

Anſ. It ſignifies alſo our applying of Chriſt, that we 
have ſuch a believing meditation of the bitter agonigs and 
bloody ſufferings of our bleſſed Saviour, as makes the ſoul 
vigorous in a hearty hatred of fin, and chearſul obedience 
to Chriſt our Saviour ? 

Que. What ſort of nouriſhment do we receive in the 
ſacrament of the Lord's Supper ? 

Anſ. Spiritual nouriſhment for our growth in grace, 

2ueft, How do we receive this ſpiritual nouriſhment ? 

Anſ. By faith, which is not only the eye whereby we 
ſee Chriſt, but the hand whereby we receive him, and taſte 
that the Lord is gracious. 

2ueft, What is the ſpecial end of the ſacrament of the 
Lord's Supper? ; 

Anſ. The ſpecial end of it is to remember Chriſt and 
his ſufferings, 

Que. What ſort of remembrance ſhou!d we have of 
Chriſt and his ſufferings ? 

An. We are to have, iſt, a reverential remembrance, 
ſince the awful juſtice and unſpotted holineſs of God is as 
fally diſplayed in Chriſt's ſufferings, as if the whole race of 
fallen man had been thruſt into hell : 2dly, we are to have 
a penitential remembrance of Chrift ; we are to look on 
him whom we have pierced by our iniquities, and mourn : 
3dly, we are to have an affectionate and thankful remem- 
brance of Chriſt, who hath ſo loved us as to ſubſtitute him- 
ſelf in aur room, and ſuffer that wrath that was due to us 
for our ſins, h 

Queſt. What is the fin of unworthily communicating ? 

An. They are guilty of the body and blood of Chriſt, 

Pueft. What is the danger of unworthily communicating ? 

Anſ. They eat and driok judgment to themſelves. 

Queſt. What is required of thoſe that would worthily 

partake of the Lord*s Supper ? 
Anſ. It is required of thoſe that would worthily partake 
of the Lord's Supper, that they examine themſelves of 
their knowledge, faith, repentance, love, and new obe- 
dience, 

Queſt, What 
ledge ? 

Anſ, We are to examine, 1ſt, whether we know the 
cauſes and means of our ſalvation: adly, ha the 


are we to examine concerning our know» 


overcometh the world: zdly, it worketh by love. 


with ſubmiſſion. to the will of God; ſo far as they are for 


abſolutely promiſed ; but we are to pray for all that grace, 


hereafter. 
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ledge of the cauſes and means of ſalvation affect the beart 
and influence the life. 8 8 | 3 | 
2ueft How ſhall we know if we have faith? 
An If we have faith, 1ſt, it purifies the heart: 2dly, 


2ueft. How ſhall we know if we have the grace of love} 

An. If we love Chriſt we will keep his commandments; 
none of his commandments are grievous to loving, affecti- 
onate ſouls, | | 

Quel. How ſhall we know if we have the grace of re- 
pentance ? | 

An/. iſt, There will be a care to avoid fin: 2dly, x 
clearing of ourſelves by a full and free confeſſion unto 
God: 3dly, an indignation againſt fin: 4thly, a fear left 
we be ſurprized unto fin: 5thly, a vehement defire to be 
wholly freed of fin, and to get more of grace: 6thly, zeal 
to perſiſt in mortifying fin, whatever it coſt us: 7thly, a 
holy revenge of ourſelves for finning : theſe are the mark: 
the apoſtle gives of true repentance, 2 Cor, ch. vii. v. 11. 

Queſt. When do we attain to new obedience ? 

Anſ. When whatſoever things are true, whatſoever 
things are honeſt, juſt, lovely, pure, and of good report, 
we think upon, follow, and do theſe things fincerely and 
conſtantly, Phil, ch. iv. v. 8. | 

Que. What are the parts of prayer ? 

Anſ. iſt, There is confeſſion : 2dly, petition ; 3dly, 
thankſgiving. 

vet, How ſhall we confeſs our fins to God ? 
J. We are to confeſs our ſins to God freely, fully, Wi 
and penitentially. 

Pueft. What things ſhould we pray for ? 

AJ. For things agreeable to his will, and theſe are 
both temporal and ſpiritual bleſſings, 

veſt, How are we to pray for temporal bleflings ? 
J. We are to pray for them only conditionally, and 
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God's glory and our real good, ſo far are we to ſeek them, 
and no further. 
. Durft, How are we to pray for ſpiritual bleflings ? 

An. We are to pray abſolutely for them, for they ate 


without which. we cannot ſerve God here, nor enjoy him 


| Duct, 
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eart Wl 2ue/f., Whom are we to pray unto ? 
| 7 Only unto God ? of | | 
9ueft, In whoſe name are we to pray? 
diy, 4n/. Only in the name of Chriſt. TI 
Quel. What is it to pray in the name of Chriſt? _ 
ve? A/ It is to pray in dependance upon his merits, as the 
nts ;ſly ground upon which we e to be heard. | 
ecti- . In what manner ſhould we pray? | | 
Anſ. We ſhould pray in faith, and with humility and 
fre- rvency of ſpirit, - + N 
ue. Is it every one's duty to pray daily unto God? 
Anſ. Yes; for it is given as the character of a wicked 
on, that, through the pride of his heart, he will not 
k unto God. | 
e every family join together daily in praying 
to 
Anſ. Yes; otherwiſe the Lord will pour out his wrath 
on the heathen, and upon the family that calls not upon 
name. 
2ueft, What ſhall we do that we may pray acceptably ? 
oveverſ}.4n/. 1ſt, We are to ſet ourſelves apart for prayer as 
port, pie who attend a great God, and are ſeeking great things 
y andſÞm- God, even pardon, peace, ſanctification, and re- 
Inption: 2dly, we are to faſten our thoughts on the 
rnal God in and through Chriſt, the Immanuel, who is 
3zdly, pd with us: 3dly, we are to be humble before God in 
r own eyes, as thoſe who are but duſt and aſhes in the 
ht of God : 4thly, we are to come unto God in faith, 
fully, lieving that promiſe, that whatſoever we aſk the Father 
Chriſt's name, we ſhall receive it: gthly, we are to al- 
ourſelves in no known fiff, we are to be as willing to 
@ areJrid of fin as to ſeek its pardon ; for if we regard fin in 
hearts, the Lord will not hear us: Gthly, we are to be 
Ire earneſt for heavenly graces than outward bleſſings: 
„ andfily, we are to ftrive fr the beſt affections we can in 
re for yer, yet ſo as not always to eſteem our prayers by the 
them, ſight of our affections, but the affections themſelves by 
bottom whereon they land, as ſelf-denial and m"_— 
the promiſes : 8thly, we are to repleniſh our hearts wi 
tter, which we may do by viewing our wants, tempta- 
s, and corruptions, and by conſidering the promiſes of 
d, and what mercy and aſſiſtances we may expect 3 
. him: 
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him: gthly, we are in a ſpecial manner to eye that patt 
of prayer which Chriſt taught his diſciples, Matt. c. . 
v. 9. Our Father, &c. | 
veſt, How does God anſwer prayers ? 
. Either by giving the things we aſk, or makin 
them up by an equivalent, as when we aſk temporal thing 
he turns them into ſpirituals : this is an anſwering of pray: 
for if God gave all we demanded of him we would be z 
wrong; for oftentimes we aſk amiſ to conſume on ct 
loſt, and what is neither honouravle for God to give, 
profitable to us to receive. 
Queſt. What is that order we are to obſerve in prayer 
Anſ. We are in the firſt place to ſeek the kingdom 
God: adly, all other things will be added unto us; 
are to prefer ſpiritual things before temporal bleſſings, an 
among ſpirituals we are to chuſe theſe that are moR neceſſ 
for us in our prayers. 
Queſt. What is the object of prayer? 
An/. God. 
Que. Who is the principle of ye? | 
 Anſ. The Spirit of God, he helps our infirmities, a 
makes interceſſion with us; and things that come fro 
above will lead us above; things that come from the Sp 
will lead us to the Spirit, | 
Bueft, What may we do to learn to pray? | 
Anſ. We are to have a knowledge of our wants and r 
ceſſities, and we are to ſtudy the word of God to fill « 


hearts with words. Amen, 
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